THE ARRAN MURDER
village and the pier she overtook a man, whom she kter
identified, carrying two bags, one black, the other brown, on
his way to the boat. It happened that on the Saturday before
the murder Mickel and Thorn had introduced Rose and
Annandale to a friend named Gilmour. By a curious chance,
Mr. Gilmour was returning to Glasgow that morning, and
on going on board the Scotia at Brodick pier the first person
he saw was Annandale, wearing a grey felt hat. They travelled
to Greenock together, and Mr. Gilmour offered to help
Annandale to carry his luggage. He noticed particularly the
black leather bag, which his companion took into the com-
partment with him when they left the steamer at Ardrossan.
This, so far as the evidence goes, was the last that was seen of
Rose's bag.
On Saturday, 6th July, ten days earlier, a young man,
whose card bore the name of "John Annandale," had taken a
room for a fortnight in the house of Mrs. Currie, in lona
Place, Port Bannatyne, Rothesay. His luggage consisted of a
brown leather bag. On Friday, the i2th, he told his landlady
that he was going to Arran for a few days, and left, wearing a
straw hat and taking the brown bag with him. On the after-
noon of Tuesday, i6th July, he reappeared at Port Bannatyne,
wearing a grey felt hat and carrying a paper parcel contain-
ing, as his landlady afterwards found, a white serge yachting
cap and a Chocolate and brown striped tennis jacket. These
articles he wore during the remainder of his stay. He talked
"quite pleasantly" to Mrs. Currie about his visit to Arran,
saying that he had been up Goatfell and had enjoyed himself.
His time expiring on Saturday, the 2oth, he asked her to have
his bill and dinner ready at one o'clock. He went out, how-
ever, in the forenoon and never returned; all that Mrs. Currie
got for his fortnight's board and lodging was the yachting
cap and a pair of tennis shoes, which were afterwards identified
as Rose's property.
Even as Mrs. Prig, on a certain historic occasion, boldly
expressed her disbelief in the existence of the immortal Mrs.
Harris, so may the discerning reader have had his own mis-
givings regarding the genuineness of Mr. Annandale. These
may now be justified by the statement that this name had
been temporarily adopted, for what reason does not appear,
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